
 
 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

Dear All,  

The next three ENVI meetings will 

take place on 4, 5 and 8 June. We 

will continue with the system of 

more frequent but shorter 
meetings in order to comply with 

the COVID-19 provisions applying 

in Parliament.  

After last week’s landmark 
proposal by the European 

Commission on the Recovery Plan 

for Europe, ENVI Members are hard at work to ensure that the 

proposals on health, environment, climate and food safety are 
translated into legislation and policies which ca n be in place as soon as 

possible, and with the right level of ambition.  

ENVI will, among others, be responsible for two key programmes of 
the third pillar “learning the lessons of the crisis” of the recovery 

package: the new standalone EU4Health programme, with a budget of 

€9.4 billion, and a strengthened rescEU, the Union Civil Protection 

Mechanism, with a budget of €3.1 billion. Last week we heard directly 
from Commissioner Kyriakides on the Health programme. This 

Thursday we will hear from the Director General of DG European Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO), Ms Parskevi 

Michou on the main elements of the new proposal.  

The EU must be in a position to respond effectively to all types of 

emergencies where Member States alone cannot cope. The COVID-19 

crisis has laid bare the limits of bilateral cooperation between Member 

States on crisis management. When everyone is simultaneously 
confronted with a symmetrical threat, solidarity is tested to its limit. 

This should not happen. The new rescEU proposal should allow the EU 

to directly procure what is needed, in the right quantity and without 
necessarily having to wait for the system to be activated. The 

strengthened coordination role of the Emergency Response 

Coordination Centre should also provide for much more effective 

coordination and response at EU level.  

On Thursday we will also hear from Janusz Wojciechowski, 

Commissioner for Agriculture, on the CAP reform and the Green Deal. 

On 20 May 2020, the Commission published - together with the Farm 

to Fork Strategy and as requested in the EP Resolution on the 
European Green Deal - an analysis of whether the CAP reform proposal 

is in line with the European Green Deal. The latter will not succeed if 

the agricultural sector is not on board to contribute its fair share to the 

needed transformation of our food system and the fight against 
climate change and biodiversity loss. So far, progress has come too 

slowly and a higher level of ambition is urgently needed, especially in 

the CAP negotiations.  

On Friday, we will hear again from Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner 

for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries on the Biodiversity Strategy. 

The Commissioner was in ENVI on 12 May ahead of the publication for 

a general exchange of views. ENVI Members will now have the 

opportunity to quiz the Commissioner on the coherence and synergy 

of the strategy with other EU policies and with the recovery plan as a 

whole. ENVI Members will work on an own initiative report to formally 

set out their position with respect to the biodiversity strategy.  

On Monday we will also exchange with the Commission and the 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) on our Oral Question and draft 

Resolution on the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability which will set 

out the EP position ahead of the Commission later this year. The draft 
motion for Resolution calls on the Commission to come up with a 

chemicals strategy for sustainability that effectively ensures a high 

level of protection of human health and the environment, minimising 
exposure to hazardous chemicals. It particularly stresses that the new 

strategy should be coherent with, and complementary to, the other 

policy objectives of the Green Deal. 

On the same day we will also consider and vote on two objections on 
draft Commission implementing acts: one partially granting an 

authorisation for certain uses of chromium trioxide and the other on 

the extension of the approval periods of several active substances, 

including flumioxazine.  

You can follow the ENVI Committee meeting live at: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html    

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official 

Twitter account @EP_Environment  

Pascal Canfin - 3 June 2020 

MEETING ITEMS 

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here. 

Votes: 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) of the Rules of 

Procedure on the draft Commission implementing decision 

partially granting an authorisation under Regulation (EC) No 

1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
(REACHLaw Ltd) for certain uses of chromium trioxide D066992/01 

(on 8 June) 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) of the Rules of 

Procedure on the draft Commission implementing regulation 

amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 as regards 

the extension of the approval periods of several active substances, 
including flumioxazine 

Considerations: 

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) of the Rules of 

Procedure on the draft Commission implementing decision 

partially granting an authorisation under Regulation (EC) No 

1907/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
(REACHLaw Ltd) for certain uses of chromium trioxide D066992/01  

 Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) of the Rules of 

Procedure on the draft Commission implementing regulation 

amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 540/2011 as regards 

the extension of the approval periods of several active substances, 

including flumioxazine 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html


 
 
Exchange of Views: 

 with Mr Janusz Wojciechowski, Commissioner for Agriculture, on 

the CAP reform and the Green Deal (on 4 June) 

 with the Commission on the revised proposal on the Union Civil 

Protection Mechanism (on 4 June) 

 with Mr Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for Environment, 

Oceans and Fisheries on the Biodiversity strategy (on 5 June) 

 on oral question on Chemicals strategy for sustainability (with 

presence of ECHA, on 8 June) 
 

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY 

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here. 

VOTES 

 

Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) of the Rules of 
Procedure on the draft Commission implementing 
decision partially granting an authorisation under 
Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council (REACHLaw Ltd) for 
certain uses of chromium trioxide D066992/01 
Adoption of draft motion for the resolution (see meeting documents) 
 

Objection pursuant to Rule 112(2) and (3) of the Rules of 
Procedure on the draft Commission implementing 
regulation amending Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
540/2011 as regards the extension of the approval 
periods of several active substances, including 
flumioxazine 
Adoption of draft motion for the resolution (see meeting documents) 
 

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS  

Exchange with Mr Janusz Wojciechowski, Commissioner 
for Agriculture, on the CAP reform and the Green Deal  

On 20 May 2020, the Commission 

published - together with the Farm 
to Fork Strategy and as requested 

in the EP Resolution on the 

European Green Deal - an analysis 

of the contribution of the CAP 
reform proposal to the EU’s 

environmental, climate and 

biodiversity protection 
commitments in order to fully align it to the goals set in the European 

Green Deal (EGD). 

The analysis examines the links between the CAP reform proposals and 

the EGD, identifies potential obstacles and/or gaps jeopardising the 
ambition level of the EGD in the agricultural sector and recommends 

certain steps in order to fully align the CAP with the EGD and its 

associated strategies such as the Farm to Fork and the Biodiversity 

Strategies. 

The Commission concludes that the CAP reform proposal is compatible 
with the EGD and its associated strategies, and has the potential to 

accommodate the EGD’s  ambitions. However, the capacity of the 

future CAP to accommodate the Green Deal’s  ambitions depends, in 

particular, on a suitable share of the EU budget devoted to each pillar 
of the CAP and on the key provisions of the Commission’s  proposal 

being maintained in the final CAP legislation as agreed by the Council 

and the European Parliament. These include in particular:  

- an adequate “no backsliding” principle obliging MS in their CAP  

Strategic Plans to show an increased ambition than at present with 

regard to environmental- and climate-related objectives;  

- an ambitious system of conditionality maintaining key standards (in 
particular for crop rotation, soil cover, maintenance of permanent 

grassland, agricultural land devoted to non-productive areas or 

features);  

- mandatory eco-schemes; 
- ring-fenced spending for the environment and climate of 30% of the 

rural development budget for each CAP Strategic Plan, excluding 

payments for areas with natural constraints, as well as the ring-fencing 

of the sectorial interventions;  
- data collection requirements and common data approaches between 

policies;  

- provisions to improve the position of farmers in the food supply 
chain.  
 

Exchange of views with the Commission on the revised 
proposal on the Union Civil Protection Mechanism 

On 2 June, the Commission 

presented its new proposal with 
targeted changes to Decision No 

1313/2013/EU on a Union Civil 

Protection Mechanism (UCPM).  

Through the UCPM, the Union 
supports, coordinates and 

supplements the action of 

Member States in the field of civil protection to prevent, prepare for 

and respond to natural and man-made disasters within and outside 
the Union. The new proposal aims to strengthen the UCPM to ensure 

that the EU and Member States are better prepared to respond to 

large scale emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The revised proposal de facto replaces the previous proposal on the 

UCPM presented by the Commission on 7 March 2019, in the 8th 

legislature. ENVI had been working on the latter during the 9th 

legislature (rapporteur: Androulakis, S&D) and voted on the report on 
5 March during one of the last “normal” votes of ENVI before the 

application of the extraordinary measures linked to COVID-19. The 

Androulakis report has not yet been discussed and voted in plenary. 

The revised proposal aims to address the existing shortcoming in two 
ways: through increased funding for the UCPM for the period 2021-

2027 and by strengthening the instruments and coordination that 

constitute the UCPM.  

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0604_1&session=06-04-10-00
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202006/ENVI?meeting=ENVI-2020-0604_1&session=06-04-10-00


 
 
With respect to funding the new proposal puts the budget for the 

UCPM for the next seven years at 3.1 EUR billion in 2018 prices (of 

which 1.1 EUR billion under the standard MFF and 2 EUR billion under 

the “next generation EU” temporary instrument). The previous 

proposal foresaw an amount of 1.4 EUR billion.  

On the policy side, the new proposal introduces a number of novel 

elements to reinforce the UCPM and the whole prevention, 

preparedness and response cycle. Namely it intends to:  
- Reinforce a cross-sectoral and societal preparedness approach to 

trans-boundary disaster risk management, including establishing a 

baseline and planning elements at a European level. 
- ensure that the Commission is able to directly procure an adequate 

safety net of rescEU capacities; 

- provide the Commission with the logistical capacity to provide multi-

purpose air services in case of emergencies and to ensure timely 
transport and delivery of assistance; 

- design a more flexible response system for large-scale emergencies;  

- enhance the ERCC’s operational coordination and monitoring role in 

support of the EU’s swift and effective response to a broad range of 
crises inside and outside the Union.  

- enable stronger investment in preparedness at Union level and 

further simplification of budget implementation; 

- enable the financing  of efficient and scalable recovery and resilience 
measures under the Union Civil Protection Mechanism by external 

assigned  revenues stemming from borrowing operations under 

Regulation [ERI].  
 

Exchange with Virginijus Sinkevičius, Commissioner for 
Environment, Oceans and Fisheries on Biodiversity 
strategy  

Commissioner Sinkevičius will 

present the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030: Bringing 

nature back into our lives , which 

was published on 20 May 2020, 

together with the Farm-to-Fork 
Strategy, as an essential part of 

the European Green Deal.  

The strategy stresses the need for urgent action after global efforts to 

tackle the biodiversity crisis under the Convention on Biological 
Diversity have been insufficient to halt the loss of the world’s 

biodiversity. Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse are considered 

to be one of the top five threats humanity faces in the next ten years 

and are intrinsically linked to the cl imate crisis. In the EU, according to 
the Mid-term review of the EU Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 and the 

Fitness Check of the Nature Directives, protection has been 

incomplete, restoration has been small-scale, and the implementation 

and enforcement of legislation has been insufficient. 

In this context, the new strategy aims to ensure that Europe’s 

biodiversity will be on the path to recovery by 2030 and puts forward 

EU commitments and measures to address the main drivers of 
biodiversity loss. More specifically, the strategy focuses on two main 

strands of actions: a coherent Trans-European Nature Network (to 

transform at least 30 % of Europe’s lands and seas  into effectively 

managed protected areas, with 10 % of them strictly protected, 

including all the EU’s remaining primary and old-growth forests) and a 

far-reaching EU Nature Restoration Plan that contains legally binding 

restoration targets to be put forward in 2021. The Restoration Plan 
also includes a number of specific targets such as a reduction by 50 % 

of the risk and use of chemical pesticides, the placing of at least 10 % 

of agricultural area under high diversity landscape features and at least 

25% of agricultural land under organic farming management,  and a 
reduction of the use of fertilisers by a t least 20%. The strategy supports 

the EU’s work towards an ambitious new global framework for post -

2020, for it to include a long-term goal that by 2050, all of the world’s 
ecosystems are restored, resilient and adequately protected, as well 

as global 2030 targets in line with EU commitments. 

Exchange of views on the draft resolution on a Chemicals 
strategy for sustainability (with presence of ECHA) 

ENVI Members will  exchange with 
the Commission and the European 
Chemicals Agency (ECHA) on our 
Oral Question and Resolution on 

the Chemicals Strategy for 
Sustainability which will set out 
the EP position ahead of the 
Commission later this year. The 
draft Resolution calls on the 

Commission to come up with a 
chemicals strategy for sustainability that effectively ensures a high level of  
protection of human health and the environment, minimising exposure to 
hazardous chemicals. It particularly stresses that the new strategy should be 
coherent with, and complementary to, the other policy objectives of the EGD.  

NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent publications: 
 Briefing on medicine shortage in the EU during the novel coronavirus  

outbreak 
 In-depth analysis  on Brazil and the Amazon Rainforest: Deforestation,  

biodiversity and cooperation with the EU and international forums 

 Briefing on the EU's public health response to the novel coronavirus  
outbreak 

 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors  
(Health Working Group) 

 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future  
challenges (also its At a glance version) 

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,  
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR) 

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES, 
Commissioner-Designate on Health  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus  
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans  

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS, 
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal  

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN 
Climate Change Conference in Madrid 

Upcoming publications: 
 Study on "The EP carbon footprint: towards carbon neutrality" 

 Briefing on the "Greenhouse gas emission from shipping: waiting for 
concrete progress at IMO level" 

 Study on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer" 
 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652709/IPOL_BRI(2020)652709_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648792/IPOL_IDA(2020)648792_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648781/IPOL_BRI(2020)648781_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/648765/IPOL_BRI(2020)648765_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf


 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA) 
This report analyses the developments of the 
official EU data submitted to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate  
Change (UNFCCC) from 1990 to 2018. It also 

provides a short summary of the results for 2018 compared with those for 2017 
More here. 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
EMA encouraged collaboration between 

EU researchers on high-quality, multi-
centre observational studies of COVID-19 
treatments and vaccines. A new COVID-19 
response group, set up by the Europea n 

Network of Centres for Pharmacoepidemiology and Pharmacovigilance  
(ENCePP), is in place to facilitate this collaboration. Recommendations on 
conducting high-quality observational research during the pandemic are also 
available in a recently published article by EMA staff and EU researchers. More  
details here. EMA signed a contract with Utrecht University to conduct research 

into data sources and methods that can be used to monitor the safety, 
effectiveness and coverage of COVID-19 vaccines in clinical practice once they 
are authorised in the EU  

European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) 
EFSA has published a scientific opinion on public 

health risks related to the presence of 
ochratoxin A (OTA) in food – a mycotoxin naturally produced by moulds that 
can be found in a variety of foodstuffs including cereals, preserved meats, fresh 
and dried fruit, and cheese. New data that have become available since the last 

assessment in 2006 suggest that OTA can be genotoxic by directly damaging 
the DNA. Experts also confirmed that it can be carcinogenic to the kidney. 

Therefore experts calculated a margin of exposure (MOE). This is a tool used by 
risk assessors to consider possible safety concerns arising from the presence in 

food and feed of substances which are both genotoxic and carcinogenic. More  
here. 

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

Premiering: Safer Chemicals Conference online 
Fully embracing new, remote ways of working,  
ECHA organised its Safer Chemicals Conference 
online on 2 June 2020. Speakers and participants  

discussed the progress for safer chemicals under the Green Deal and companies  
received information on how to prepare for the new EU obligations on 
chemicals kicking in next year regarding tracking substances of concern and 
poison centres. Read the programme and watch the recording here 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Projected baselines of COVID-19 in the EU/EEA and 
the UK for assessing the impact of de-escalation of 
measures After widespread transmission of SARS-

CoV-2 in EU/EEA countries and the UK over several 
weeks, the COVID-19 epidemic reached its peak in 

most countries in April or early May 2020. Due to this decrease in transmission 
and improvements in epidemiological surveillance and healthcare capacity, a 
number of countries have decided to discontinue several non-pharmaceutica l  

interventions and now plan to gradually phase out their ‘stay-at-home’ policies. 
The ECDC Technical Report 'Projected baselines of COVID-19 in the EU/EEA and 
the UK for assessing the impact of de-escalation of measures', provides, among 
others, a 30-day forecast of the expected number of COVID-19 cases, deaths  

and hospitalised cases (including general hospital ward and intensive care unit)  
under a set of assumptions. More here. 

 

 

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee:5 and 8 June 2020 (Brussels). 
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates. 
 
Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 

Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also 
download the extracts of speeches. 
 
More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the 
ENVI Committee.  

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to European 
Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.  
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, 
information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of any 
publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu. The 
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research publications in 
the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can find all the latest 

publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank pages. 
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https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-calls-high-quality-observational-research-context-covid-19
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-commissions-independent-research-prepare-real-world-monitoring-covid-19-vaccines
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/ochratoxin-food-public-health-risks-assessed
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/ochratoxin-food-public-health-risks-assessed
http://echa.europa.eu/
https://echa.europa.eu/-/safer-chemicals-conference-2020
http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/Pages/home.aspx
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Projected-baselines-COVID-19-for-assessing-impact-measures.pdf
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Projected-baselines-COVID-19-for-assessing-impact-measures.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/calendar.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search
mailto:envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
https://epspfo.europarl.europa.eu/epspfo/
mailto:envi-press@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studies.html
mailto:Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/researchbypolicyarea.html

